
BECA PUBLIC HEARING: 

Unlocking the potential of artificial intelligence in cancer 

research and care 

Jelena Malinina, BEUC



CONTENT

Consumer views on uses of AI in cancer:

prevention/care

diagnosis

research

exploring 
legal gaps



PREVENTION/CARE

• high privacy and security standards of lifestyle and wellbeing 
apps (apps which do not qualify as medical devices are still a 
grey zone!)

• binding requirements to ensure that such apps have an added 
value and are evidence-based

• closing current legal gaps in assessing & monitoring self-
learning medical devices (MDR/IVDR have no provisions on that)

AI/ML-based well-being apps & medical devices have a great 
potential in cancer prevention and care, however, to maximise 

that potential and minimise risks, we ask for the following:



DIAGNOSIS

• Clarity on how AI should be used in the medical practice is required.
- the responsibility of healthcare professionals;
- how to ensure transparency on /information about the utilised algorithm;
- level of human autonomy. 

• Fairness of algorithms used in healthcare must be insured to avoid 
potential bias in decision-making. No black-box algorithms. 

• Ethical use of AI us important but it is not a silver bullet. Enforceable rights 
& obligations are needed.

AI can greatly help physicians in disease diagnosis and treatment 
prescription, however:



RESEARCH

• Standards for health data anonymisation and pseudonymisation to ensure 
high protection of patients and consumers data

• Quality and security standards for all information systems where health 
data is generated, used or stored to prevent data misuse and unauthorised 
access;

• Accountability, liability and redress mechanisms in case of data misuse 
resulting in patient or consumer harm related to health, discrimination 
and/or other damages;

• Harmonization of data protection rules on secondary data uses across the 
EU

Data is driving medical progress. However, there is a need of balance 
between the needs of medical research & individual privacy. This is 
possible to achieve through:



RESEARCH

Patient/citizen data is a resource. If patients and consumers were to provide access 
to their data for health research and if the outcome of the research then contributed 
to the development of medicines and treatments that are exploited commercially, 
conditionalities should apply resulting in:

• Available and affordable treatments developed as a result of public data
• Possibilities to use research results for further research by other parties



EDUCATION

healthcare digitalisation must go hand in hand with
continuous education of citizens, patients & healthcare
professionals.

digital skills & high level of awareness on digital rights are
key to ensure trust and successful application of new
technologies into healthcare.
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